














EXHIBIT A
OPERATING PLAN

Front Country Ranger District

The following terms must be met for this authorization to remain in effect:

1. This authorization is not to be interpreted as exclusive to the production company. The roads near the areas occupied are to
remain open to public travel. Fire and other emergency vehicles going into or out of the areas under this authorization will
always be given immediate access.

2. This authorization is contingent upon the holder acquiring all necessary permits and /or permission from affected agencies
(CALTRANS, CHP, County of San Bernardino, FAA, etc.) or private landowners.

3. Use of fire and prevention:
a. CAMPFIRE –Campfires are not authorized.
b. SMOKING –Smoking will be permitted within enclosed vehicles only while traveling. Outside of vehicles, individuals

must clear an area three feet in diameter to mineral soil. All cigarettes must be extinguished and buried in mineral
soil before leaving any smoking area.

c. PARKING –To prevent a wild land fire due to hot exhaust, vehicles must be parked in areas predetermined by the
Forest Service or in cleared areas free of flammable materials. Access to all Forest Service system roads must be
kept clear at all times. Staging or off-site parking must be approved in advance.

d. FIREWORKS –No fireworks or other incendiary devices shall be brought onto or used on any National Forest lands
within the boundaries of the San Bernardino National Forest.

e. SPARK ARRESTERS AND MUFFLERS –A muffler or spark arrester satisfactory to the authorized officer shall be
maintained on the exhausts of all vehicles or other internal combustion engines used in connection with this
authorization.

4. Avoid all destruction, defacement, or carving of trees, shrubs and all natural features. Use no boughs for beds or shelters.
Collecting live plant material is forbidden except by special permit from the Forest Service.

5. The Permittee shall protect the scenic aesthetic values of the area under this authorization and adjacent land as far as
possible with the authorized use, during construction, operation and maintenance of the production site.

6. The Permittee shall take reasonable precautions to prevent pollution of or deterioration of the lands or water that may result
from the exercise of the privileges extended by this permit.

7. Trash and garbage will be removed from the site and dispose of properly off Forest Service land.
8. Signs are not to be nailed to or hung from trees or other vegetation. Directional signs will be removed at the close of

production.
9. An authorized agent of the company must be on site throughout the shooting.

Applicant Signature Date



 
 
 

UNITED STATES FOREST SERVICE 
FRONT COUNTRY RANGER DISTRICT 

ANIMAL STIPULATIONS FOR COMMERCIAL FILMING 
 
 

1. Animals not endemic to the area shall be under the control of qualified handlers 
at all times.  Animals shall NOT be allowed to feed on natural vegetation. 

 
2. Permittee is responsible for providing appropriate feed and water for the animals.  

Animals shall be fed non-germinating pellets or certified weed-free hay for two 
days prior to filming AND during filming on USFS lands.  Animals will be either 
tied to a parked vehicle; contained in a free standing fenced corral; and/or housed 
within a trailer in a parking area or road, when not in use. 

 
3. All animal “waste” shall be removed from USFS lands on a daily basis.  

Transmission of diseases from domestic animals to wildlife will be avoided 
through appropriate action (vaccines, avoidance of contact, etc.). 

 
Permittee acknowledges, by signing below, that he/she knows, understands and accepts 
the terms and conditions under which this permit is issued. 
 
 
  
Permittee Signature 
  
Permittee Name (please print) 
  
Title 
  
Date 
  
Phone Number 

 
 
  
Animal Wrangler Signature 
  
Animal Wrangler Name (please print) 
  
Date 
  
  
Address 
  
City, State, Zip 
  
Phone Number 





San Bernardino flying squirrel:  This mammal is a sub-
species of the northern flying squirrel and it is only known 
to occur in the San Bernardino and San Jacinto Mountains. 
They don’t actually fly—instead, they glide on thick pieces 
of skin spread between their legs.  These animals like to 
den in cavities at the top of dead trees.  Flying squirrels 
are much smaller than the common gray squirrel; they’re 
closer in size to our local chipmunks.  FOREST SERVICE 
PROTECTED.  

Ringtail: This nocturnal carnivore is known to live in hol-
low trees, logs, and cavities on our forest. They stick close 
to streams and riparian areas but may be found on open 
ground near bushes and rocky out-crops. Ringtails may be 
confused with raccoons because of their striped tail, how-
ever they are much smaller averaging between 24—32 
inches long with the tail being more than half the length of 
their body.  FOREST SERVICE PROTECTED.  

Western Spotted Skunk: The spotted skunk is much smaller than its 
more common relative the striped skunk. With an average size ranging 
between 14– 22 inches, this small omnivore forages mainly at night in 
brushy, rocky, and riparian areas. They den in cavities, burrows, brush 
piles and under buildings. Like other skunks, these animals will spray an 
obnoxious scent when threatened.  FOREST SERVICE PROTECTED.  

American badger: Active mainly at night during all seasons, 
the badger has a triangular face with distinctive black and 
white pattern, and brown or blackish "badges" marking the 
cheeks. It also has a white stripe extending from the nose to 
the base of the head. Badgers can be aggressive in defending 
their territory. They use their distinctively long front claws to 
excavate lengthy tunnel systems and to dig prey out of holes 
in the ground.  FOREST SERVICE PROTECTED.  

Mammals 
Mammals can be found across a wide variety of habitats and are abundant on the  

San Bernardino National Forest. 

Porcupine: There are old records for porcupine in the Big Bear area but none 
have been recorded since the mid-1990s. We believe they still 
exist here and want to hear about sightings. This plant-eater nib-
bles on tree bark and young branches.  They  in burrows, rock 
crevices, and hollow trees. They move slowly and have poor eye-
sight.  Contrary to popular belief, they don’t throw their needle-
like quills.  Instead they erect them and back towards a predator 
giving them a snout-full of quills (especially dogs).  Please report 
sightings to the Forest Service.  FOREST SERVICE PROTECTED.  



Rare Amphibians 

Amphibians are usually associated with water or very moist areas.  Their eggs are laid in water and they spend their first life 

stage there as tadpoles.  Then the tadpoles grow legs and they move onto land.  They like areas with logs or a lot of leaf lit-

ter.  These animals are harmless and will not bite.  If you are lucky enough to see one, please leave it alone. 

Large-blotched and Monterey Salamanders 
Slender Salamander 
These are the only salamanders that occur in the San Bernardino 
and San Gabriel Mountains.  They are nocturnal and most active 
during wet periods.  Typically found under logs or in moist areas.  
These salamanders are about 2 –3 inches long.   
FOREST SERVICE PROTECTED 

 
Mountain Yellow-Legged Frog:  This frog was once 
our most common frog; now it is very rare.  Part of its 
decline is probably due to an increase in non-native pred-
ators, habitat loss, water pollutants, and disease.  Contact 
one of the biologists below immediately if this animal is 
seen.  FEDERALLY ENDANGERED. FOREST SERVICE 
PROTECTED.  

Other Important Information: 

 You may observe many other animals that are not shown on this flyer.  If you do, please be aware that it 

may be a protected species (we could not fit all potential species on this flyer).  Therefore, please do not 
harm, handle, or collect any of our forest animals. 

 If you see any of these animals, please leave them be and try to minimize disturbance.   

 Please take note of their appearance, behavior, and location.  Take a photo if possible. 

 For questions or to report sightings, contact Forest Service District Biologist Robin Eliason 

(reliason@fs.fed.us).  Photos and observations are greatly appreciated. 



Animal Signs and Avoidance Areas 
Listed below are several examples of important habitat features that many of our rare animals use. It is critical 
to their survival that we try our best to reduce the damage caused to these areas. If possible, try to limit the 

disturbance of your project in and around these important features. 

Bird Nests: Birds don’t just nest in trees.  Some species nest on the ground in 
shallow scraps in the dirt; others nest in or under bushes.  It is important to 
look for active nests in bushes and shrubs or other vegetation before disturbing 
the plants.  Nests with eggs or chicks must be avoided.  If there are adult birds 
in the immediate area that seem to be upset by your presence, that is another 
clue that an active nest is present. Old inactive nests will look like they are fall-
ing apart and may have spider webs across them.  It is okay to disturb or de-
stroy inactive nests.  When moving through grassy areas, it is important to 
watch where you step so that nests are not disturbed or crushed.   

Woodrat Nests: Woodrats are an important rodent in the forest 
ecosystem.  They are the main prey item for the California Spotted 
owl and their nests offer shelter for reptiles including the San Ber-
nardino Mountain Kingsnake.  The nests are typically built around 
the base of a shrub or downed tree.  They are constructed of sticks 
and other woody material.  

Snags:  Dead trees are also called 
snags.  Not all snags are a hazard.  
Snags serve as food cache sites for 
many animals.  The food reserves 
help some animals make it through 
the colder months.  Cavities in the 
tree offer shelter for birds, squirrels, 
raccoons, and bats.  Sloughing bark 
offers a day roost site for bats.  
Snags are also habitat in the life 
cycle of many insects.   



Rattlesnake Identification:  Rattlesnakes are the only 
venomous snake in the San Bernardino Mountains.  The 
most common rattlesnake you will find on the San Bernardi-
no National Forest is the southern Pacific rattlesnake (left).  
Although rattlesnakes have several distinctive features, 
many people are not sure how to identify one.  Rattlesnakes 
have a powerful body, thin neck, and a well-defined triangu-
lar or arrow-shaped head.  

Looking for the characteristic rattle on the tail 
(right) is a good method to identify rattle-
snakes. but sometimes these rattles are lost.   

Using the snake's color or pattern is NOT a reliable method of identification. In the 
San Bernardino Mountains, full-grown Pacific rattlesnakes tend to be dark in color – 
almost black without obvious patterning (right).  Young rattlesnakes, on the other 
hand may be a lot lighter in coloration with very obvious patterns (above left). 

By comparison, a non-venomous snake tends to look more like a snake a child rolls out of clay: the head, neck 
and body have more-or-less the same diameter. They do not share the distinct skinny neck of the rattlesnake. 
(Please note: This is true only of snakes native to California and does not apply to exotic snakes or snakes im-
ported into California from elsewhere.)  

Rattlesnake Identification and Safety 

 Rattlesnakes do not always rattle so do not rely on being warned that there is one nearby.   
 Always be careful to look before stepping or reaching someplace you cannot see.  Do not pick up a rattle-

snake or harass it.  The majority of bites are because people think they know how to handle them and 
want to show off.  It’s not worth the risk.   

 Even dead rattlesnakes can bite (due to reflexive muscle action). 
 Keep pets on leash—dogs get bitten much more frequently than people do.  Dogs are curious and put 

their snouts and paws under bushes and rocks where snakes prefer to rest. 
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