








Stunts/Special Effects Proposed, please check which one or ones apply: 

Pyrotechnics Hazardous Materials Wild Animals Aerial Stunts Riparian Area Developed 
Recreation Site 

Other 

Special Request Information, please check which one or ones apply: 

Wilderness Use of aircraft (type, time of day, flight path) Weather 

Other  

Total number of people on location: 

ll. Description of Activity:

(Including map of area, proposed ground disturbing activities, attach narratives and story boards as needed) 

lll. Description of Equipment:

Equipment detail, please check which one or ones apply: Generators Cars Trucks RV's Other 

Action involving vehicles and/or equipment:  

Props proposed: 

Traffic and safety control/special closures measures needed (Have you obtained permission to use 
improvements not owned by/under the jurisdiction of the United States Government ,i.e. structures, roadways, 
etc.?):  

*Please attach any other relevant information with additional sheets to the end of this application.
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2. For Forest Service Use Only

Fees: 

Photography/Filming fee: 

Collection Agreement/Cost Recovery: 

Certificate of Insurance:  

Bonding Information: 

Property Owner Permission Required: Yes No 

Road Encroachment Permit Required: Yes No 

Fee Schedule 2026: 

Processing Fee - $155.00 

Still Photography (if permit required) 

1- 10 persons $111.34/day

11-30 persons: $333.93/day

30+ $556.54/day

Motion Picture and Television Location: 

1-10 persons $333.93/day

11-30 persons $445.22/day

31-60 persons $1,113.09/day

60+ : $1,339.97/day

Send form to: 

SM.FS.BDFspecUses@usda.gov
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EXHIBIT A
OPERATING PLAN

Front Country Ranger District

The following terms must be met for this authorization to remain in effect:

1. This authorization is not to be interpreted as exclusive to the production company. The roads near the areas occupied are to
remain open to public travel. Fire and other emergency vehicles going into or out of the areas under this authorization will
always be given immediate access.

2. This authorization is contingent upon the holder acquiring all necessary permits and /or permission from affected agencies
(CALTRANS, CHP, County of San Bernardino, FAA, etc.) or private landowners.

3. Use of fire and prevention:
a. CAMPFIRE – Campfires are not authorized.
b. SMOKING – Smoking will be permitted within enclosed vehicles only while traveling. Outside of vehicles, individuals

must clear an area three feet in diameter to mineral soil. All cigarettes must be extinguished and buried in mineral
soil before leaving any smoking area.

c. PARKING – To prevent a wild land fire due to hot exhaust, vehicles must be parked in areas predetermined by the
Forest Service or in cleared areas free of flammable materials. Access to all Forest Service system roads must be
kept clear at all times. Staging or off-site parking must be approved in advance.

d. FIREWORKS – No fireworks or other incendiary devices shall be brought onto or used on any National Forest lands
within the boundaries of the San Bernardino National Forest.

e. SPARK ARRESTERS AND MUFFLERS – A muffler or spark arrester satisfactory to the authorized officer shall be
maintained on the exhausts of all vehicles or other internal combustion engines used in connection with this
authorization.

4. Avoid all destruction, defacement, or carving of trees, shrubs and all natural features. Use no boughs for beds or shelters.
Collecting live plant material is forbidden except by special permit from the Forest Service.

5. The Permittee shall protect the scenic aesthetic values of the area under this authorization and adjacent land as far as
possible with the authorized use, during construction, operation and maintenance of the production site.

6. The Permittee shall take reasonable precautions to prevent pollution of or deterioration of the lands or water that may result
from the exercise of the privileges extended by this permit.

7. Trash and garbage will be removed from the site and dispose of properly off Forest Service land.
8. Signs are not to be nailed to or hung from trees or other vegetation. Directional signs will be removed at the close of

production.
9. An authorized agent of the company must be on site throughout the shooting.

Applicant Signature Date



 
 
 

UNITED STATES FOREST SERVICE 
FRONT COUNTRY RANGER DISTRICT 

ANIMAL STIPULATIONS FOR COMMERCIAL FILMING 
 
 

1. Animals not endemic to the area shall be under the control of qualified handlers 
at all times.  Animals shall NOT be allowed to feed on natural vegetation. 

 
2. Permittee is responsible for providing appropriate feed and water for the animals.  

Animals shall be fed non-germinating pellets or certified weed-free hay for two 
days prior to filming AND during filming on USFS lands.  Animals will be either 
tied to a parked vehicle; contained in a free standing fenced corral; and/or housed 
within a trailer in a parking area or road, when not in use. 

 
3. All animal “waste” shall be removed from USFS lands on a daily basis.  

Transmission of diseases from domestic animals to wildlife will be avoided 
through appropriate action (vaccines, avoidance of contact, etc.). 

 
Permittee acknowledges, by signing below, that he/she knows, understands and accepts 
the terms and conditions under which this permit is issued. 
 
 
  
Permittee Signature 
  
Permittee Name (please print) 
  
Title 
  
Date 
  
Phone Number 

 
 
  
Animal Wrangler Signature 
  
Animal Wrangler Name (please print) 
  
Date 
  
  
Address 
  
City, State, Zip 
  
Phone Number 



SAN BERNARDINO NATIONAL FOREST 

SPECIAL USE – AIRCRAFT NOTIFICATION FORM 
 

Any Special Use Authorization (permit) holder that requires the use of aircraft (fixed or rotor wing) 
within the San Bernardino National Forest will be required to fill out this form. Submission of this form 
will be routed through the District or Forest Lands Program Manager to the Forest Aviation Officer.  

All “Aircraft Notification Forms” must be completed and submitted at least 3 business days prior to the 
desired flight date.  

 

Required Information 

Project Name___________________________ 

Date(s) of project:__________________________ Time(s) proposed:___________________________________ 

Contact Person:____________________________ Company:__________________________________________ 

Office Phone:(___)___________ Cell Phone: (___)___________ Fax: (___)____________ 

Second Contact having direct commo. with aircraft: Name___________________Phone: (___)_________________ 

Project Location:_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Latitude/Longitude (preferred Degrees.Decimal Minutes format)_________________________________________ 

Description of Project:___________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Aircraft Tail Number:________________ Aircraft Color:___________________ Aircraft Make/Model:___________ 

Aircraft Tail Number:________________ Aircraft Color:___________________ Aircraft Make/Model:___________ 

Aircraft Tail Number:________________ Aircraft Color:___________________ Aircraft Make/Model:___________ 

Contact radio frequency aircraft will monitor during project:_____________________________________ 

-Agency Use Only- 

Lands Program Received by:_________________________ Date__________________________ 

Forest Aviation Officer (meaton@fs.fed.us)Received Date:_______________  

Forward to:(circle)  FICC      HPS    KWLD     SBDATB    SBDHTB     



Southern Rubber Boa:    This small docile snake looks like an over-
grown earthworm.  It is active at dawn and dusk, especially during 
rainy periods. The southern rubber boa is extremely rare and lives in 
downed logs and rocky outcrops.  FOREST SERVICE PROTECTED 

San Bernardino Mountain Kingsnake:  This colorful snake 
has declined in numbers due to over-collecting by people who 
want to keep them as pets.  These snakes are between 20 – 
40 inches long.  

San Bernardino Ringneck Snake:     This two-toned snake flashes 
its orange belly when intimidated or scared to scare off predators. 
These snakes are between 10 – 16 
inches long.  
FOREST SERVICE PROTECTED. 

Rare Animals of the San Bernardino National Forest – San Bernardino Mountains 
 

Rare Reptiles 
These rare snakes and lizards are often found in areas with a lot 

of rocks or logs.  None of them are venomous but may bite if 
bothered.  If you see them, leave them alone and let them leave 

the area on their own. 

San Diego Coast Horned Lizard:  Like the San Bernardino Moun-
tain kingsnake, coast horned lizards have been over-collected.  These 
little “dinosaurs” generally freeze when scared because their camou-
flaged patterns make them blend into the background.  These lizards 
are about 2 – 4 inches long.  FOREST SERVICE PROTECTED. 

Rosy Boa:  Like its cousin the rubber boa, the rosy boa 
can constrict and climb branches.  This docile snake is 
usually found in drier habitats at lower elevations.  
FOREST SERVICE PROTECTED  

The San Bernardino National Forest is home to a number of rare plants and animals.  Our biologists  
are trying to learn more about these unique species and we would like to enlist your help as our eyes  
and ears.  If you should ever encounter any of the species described below, please record sightings, 

including information about what you saw, when you saw it, and where you saw it.  Photographs would be great-
ly appreciated.  All of these animals are protected species—so please do not handle them, collect them, or harm 
them in any way.   



Terrestrial Mountain Garter Snake (right) and 
Aquatic Two-Striped Garter Snake (below):  These 
small active snakes are common in the mountains.  The 
aquatic garter snake is found near water and eats small 
fish, tadpoles, and invertebrates.  The terrestrial garter 
snake is found at higher elevations in the San Bernardino 
Mountains. FOREST SERVICE PROTECTED. 

Rare Amphibians 

Amphibians are usually associated with water or very moist areas.  Their eggs are laid in water and they spend their first life 

stage there as tadpoles.  Then the tadpoles grow legs and they move onto land.  They like areas with logs or a lot of leaf lit-

ter.  These animals are harmless and will not bite.  If you are lucky enough to see one, please leave it alone. 

Large-blotched and Monterey Salamanders, 
Slender Salamander 
These are the only salamanders that occur in the San Bernardino 
and San Gabriel Mountains.  They are nocturnal and most active 
during wet periods.  Typically found under logs or in moist are-
as.  These salamanders are about 2 –3 inches long.   
FOREST SERVICE PROTECTED 

 
Mountain Yellow-Legged Frog:  This frog was once 
our most common frog; now it is very rare.  Part of its 
decline is probably due to an increase in non-native pred-
ators, habitat loss, water pollutants, and disease.  Con-
tact one of the biologists below immediately if this animal 
is seen.  FEDERALLY ENDANGERED. FOREST SER-
VICE PROTECTED.  



San Bernardino flying squirrel:  This mammal is a sub-
species of the northern flying squirrel and it is only known 
to occur in the San Bernardino and San Jacinto Mountains. 
They don’t actually fly—instead, they glide on thick pieces 
of skin spread between their legs.  These animals like to 
den in cavities at the top of dead trees.  Flying squirrels 
are much smaller than the common gray squirrel; they’re 
closer in size to our local chipmunks.  FOREST SERVICE 
PROTECTED.  

Ringtail: This nocturnal carnivore is known to live in hol-
low trees, logs, and cavities on our forest. They stick close 
to streams and riparian areas but may be found on open 
ground near bushes and rocky out-crops. Ringtails may be 
confused with raccoons because of their striped tail, how-
ever they are much smaller averaging between 24—32 
inches long with the tail being more than half the length of 
their body.  FOREST SERVICE PROTECTED.  

Western Spotted Skunk: The spotted skunk is much smaller than its 
more common relative the striped skunk. With an average size ranging 
between 14– 22 inches, this small omnivore forages mainly at night in 
brushy, rocky, and riparian areas. They den in cavities, burrows, brush 
piles and under buildings. Like other skunks, these animals will spray an 
obnoxious scent when threatened.  FOREST SERVICE PROTECTED.  

American badger: Active mainly at night during all seasons, 
the badger has a triangular face with distinctive black and 
white pattern, and brown or blackish "badges" marking the 
cheeks. It also has a white stripe extending from the nose to 
the base of the head. Badgers can be aggressive in defending 
their territory. They use their distinctively long front claws to 
excavate lengthy tunnel systems and to dig prey out of holes 
in the ground.  FOREST SERVICE PROTECTED.  

Mammals 
Mammals can be found across a wide variety of habitats and are abundant on the  

San Bernardino National Forest. 

Porcupine: There are old records for porcupine in the Big Bear area but none 
have been recorded since the mid-1990s. We believe they still 
exist here and want to hear about sightings. This plant-eater nib-
bles on tree bark and young branches.  They  in burrows, rock 
crevices, and hollow trees. They move slowly and have poor eye-
sight.  Contrary to popular belief, they don’t throw their needle-
like quills.  Instead they erect them and back towards a predator 
giving them a snout-full of quills (especially dogs).  Please report 
sightings to the Forest Service.  FOREST SERVICE PROTECTED.  



Animal Signs and Avoidance Areas 
Listed below are several examples of important habitat features that many of our rare animals use. It is critical 
to their survival that we try our best to reduce the damage caused to these areas. If possible, try to limit the 

disturbance of your project in and around these important features. 

Bird Nests: Birds don’t just nest in trees.  Some species nest on the ground in shal-
low scraps in the dirt; others nest in or under bushes.  It is important to look for ac-
tive nests in bushes and shrubs or other vegetation before disturbing the plants.  
Nests with eggs or chicks must be avoided.  If there are adult birds in the immediate 
area that seem to be upset by your presence, that is another clue that an active nest 
is present. Old inactive nests will look like they are falling apart and may have spider 
webs across them.  It is okay to disturb or destroy inactive nests.  When moving 
through grassy areas, it is important to watch where you step so that nests are not 
disturbed or crushed.   

Woodrat Nests: Woodrats are an important rodent in the forest 
ecosystem.  They are the main prey item for the California Spotted 
owl and their nests offer shelter for reptiles including the San Ber-
nardino Mountain Kingsnake.  The nests are typically built around 
the base of a shrub or downed tree.  They are constructed of sticks 
and other woody material.  

Snag Trees:  Dead trees are also called snags.  Not all 
snags are a hazard.  Snags serve as food cache sites for 
many animals.  The food reserves help some animals 
make it through the colder months.  Cavities in the tree 
offer shelter for birds, squirrels, raccoons, and bats.  
Sloughing bark offers a day roost site for bats.  Snags are 
also habitat in the life cycle of many insects.   

Burrows:  Bears, rabbits, desert tortoise, 
badger, and many other animals construct 
burrows for shelter.  It is important to avoid 
walking over a burrow site to avoid collaps-
ing the tunnel.   



Rattlesnake Safety:  Rattlesnakes are the only ven-
omous snake in this forest.  The most common rattle-
snake you will find on the San Bernardino National For-
est is the southern Pacific rattlesnake (left).  Although 
rattlesnakes have several distinctive features, many 
people are not sure how to identify one.  Rattlesnakes 
have a powerful body, thin neck, and a well-defined 
triangular or arrow-shaped head.  

Looking for the characteristic rattle on the tail (below) 
is a good method, but sometimes these rattles are lost.   

Using the snake's color or pattern is 
NOT a reliable method of identifica-
tion. In the San Bernardino Moun-
tains, full-grown Pacific rattlesnakes 
tend to be dark in color – almost 
black without obvious patterning 
(right).  Young rattlesnakes, on the 
other hand may be a lot lighter in 
coloration with very obvious patterns 
(left). 

By comparison, a non-venomous snake tends to look more like a snake a child rolls out of clay: the head, neck 
and body have more-or-less the same diameter. They do not share the distinct skinny neck of the rattlesnake. 
(Please note: This is true only of snakes native to California and does not apply to exotic snakes or snakes im-
ported into California from elsewhere.)  

Other Important Information: 

 While working in the Forest, you may find many other animals that are not shown on this flyer.  If 

you do, please be aware that it may be a protected species (we could not fit all potential species on 
this flyer). 

 Therefore, please do not harm, handle, or collect any of our forest animals. 

 Please take note of their appearance, behavior, and location if possible and report the sighting to 

your crew leader.  Take a photo if possible. 

 Contact a Forest Service biologist if you have questions. 

 Crew Leaders – please fill out a Crew Wildlife Sighting Record for any wildlife encountered by you or 

your crews.  Submit completed form(s) to one of the biologists listed below.  Questions or concerns 
during project implementation regarding wildlife can be directed to the biologists listed below. 

Local Forest Service Wildlife Biologists:  
Kim Boss (office = 909.382.2936) 1209 Lytle Creek Road; Lytle Creek, CA 92358. kboss@fs.fed.us 
Robin Eliason (office=909.382.2832) - Big Bear Ranger Station, 41397 North Shore Drive, Fawnskin, CA 
92333. reliason@fs.fed.us.    



California Condor Identification 

The photo above shows the difference in size 

between a condor (left) and turkey vulture 

(right) and the difference in the black and 

white color patterns. 

Most condors have wing tags that are color-coded and numbered 

so individuals can be identified and tracked.   

 

Condors soar without flapping for long periods. They eat dead 

animals. 

 

They will perch on towers, trees, cliffs, and on the ground.   

 

Condors will become very ill after ingesting tiny amounts of trash 

like broken glass, pieces of wire and metal, and litter. 
 

If you see a condor, please report it immediately to 

Robin Eliason, 909-382-2832, or reliason@fs.fed.us.  

Try to get photos and the tag number. 



Peregrine Falcon 

Wingspan: 45-50” 

Length:  20-23” 

Golden Eagle  

Wingspan: 80” 

Length:  31” 

Adult Bald Eagle 

Wingspan: 83” 

Length:  31” 

Adults and sub-adults 

are the same size 

Sub-adult Bald Eagle  

Adult with Sub-adult Bald Eagle  

If any birds of these are observed, dis-

turbance should be minimized until 

they leave the area and the Forest Ser-

vice biologist should be notified.  Pho-

tographs are appreciated. 
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